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A trio of downtown apartment developments are working their way toward construction starting in June:
• Developers for Merge project (82 units and retail), expect to acquire the property on the south side of the 

RiverCenter that is owned by the City later this month. Building plans have been submitted and permits 
have been applied for. This project is taking advantage of federal opportunity zone funds as well as state 
workforce housing tax credits and the City’s URTE program.

• The 400 West River Drive project (55 units) has also submitted plans for review. Developers of that 
project are proceeding through state and engineering steps to get permits for grading to satisfy state 
flood plain requirements. That work is expected to possibly start in June.

• The Yard (500 units), located near the under-construction YMCA, is slightly behind the other two projects. 
That developer expects construction drawings completed in June with an application for review by the 
Design Review Board later in June. Construction is anticipated to start later this year.

The Davenport DREAM Project application window 
opened on May 18 and runs through June 5. Community 
Economic Development staff had more than 300 inquiries 
for information or applications by mid-day on May 19, the 
second day of the application period.  The DREAM Project 
provides funding to new and current homeowners for home 
renovations while also rejuvenating central neighborhoods, 
part of the City Administrator’s welcoming neighborhoods 
workplan. In 2019, the City funded 50 projects.

GOOD NEIGHBOR PROJECT 
The coronavirus hasn’t stopped residents 
in the Van Buren Park Neighborhood 
Association from being good neighbors. They have been communicating by 
email and Facebook while staying home. The group will hold an in-person 
meeting on June 1 following social distancing guidelines.

The neighborhood has recently been highlighting different homes in their 
Facebook posts, hoping to encourage their neighbors to beautify the 
neighborhood by showing what some homeowners have done. They are also 
working with City staff and their Alderman to plan a neighborhood clean-up 
event that will be organized within the CDC guidelines and City and State 
social distancing guidelines.

Downtown Development Update

DAVENPORT DREAM PROJECT



Well-Protected Community

Davenport Fire Department is making moves toward acquisition 
of a new site for Station 3 and relocating the training center. The 
City recently purchased the former Chi Chi’s restaurant lot located 
on 42nd Street between Brady Street and Welcome Way. The City 
Council approved the $345,000 purchase at its April 22 meeting. 
The relocation of Fire Station 3 from 35th and Harrison near Junge 
Park to a more accessible site located further to the north was 
identified as a priority in the matrix study for lowering response 
times to the north-central region of the city. The former Chi Chi’s site 
located near NorthPark Mall between Brady and Welcome Way was 
determined to be an excellent site.
Chief Mike Carlsten reports that a site for the training center, 
located at Public Works, is in the design phase. The training center 
is expected to be operation by late fall. The Fire Department had to 
move the training center after Eastern Iowa Community College sold 
the former Wacky Waters property where it was located to Hawkeye 
Paving in 2018. 

Despite hitting pause because of the coronavirus, the Davenport 
Strengths Institute (DSI) continues to evolve and grow. After 
postponing for two months, Cohort 6 resumed in May after starting in 
January. Participants for Cohorts 7, 8, & 9 have been identified, filling 

DSI class slots into 2021. To date, over 90 City 
staff member have either graduated or are still on 
their journey within DSI.

Davenport Fire Capt. Todd 
Whitchelo has been busy 
in the last few months 
serving as the liaison for the 
Scott County Emergency 
Operations Center to all of 
the county’s fire agencies 
for COVID-19 response. He 
served as the primary point 
of contact for fire agencies 
with personal protective 
equipment acquisition and 
safety concerns, serving as 
the person that departments 
would bring their concerns or 
needs to within the incident 
command system. 

Davenport Police Department recently applied for a Strategies 
for Policing Innovations (SPI) grant through the Bureau of Justice 
Assistance. The grant would be used to support the crime analysis 
process by hiring two police crime analysts. Grant notification is 
expected in September.
In March, the Bureau of Justice Assistance completed a non-fatal 
shooting assessment. The department hasn’t received the report 
back on the evaluation. Earlier in the year, the Bureau of Justice 
Assistance also did a crime analysis capacity assessment. This 
report served as the basis of the SPI grant application.

STATION THREE ACQUISITION 
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Better Roads Ahead Launches

Sustainable Infrastructure
53RD ST RECONSTRUCTION AND WIDENING-BRADY TO EASTERN
• The installation of storm sewer on East 53rd Street, from Brady Street to Grand Avenue, has been 

completed and sewer work continues east of Grand to the bridge over Goose Creek. All pavement 
on the eastbound lanes has been removed and concrete recycling will begin soon. As a reminder, the 
roadway has been narrowed to one lane of westbound traffic only.

1930’S SEWER INTERCEPTOR DISCONNECTION
• Work on the 1930s sewer interceptor continues south of River Drive near Beiderbecke Drive and 

LeClaire Park. Work will continue in the area through mid-June, before moving to later phases. As a 
reminder, multiple mini-projects will take place along the riverfront as new structures are installed to 
divert sewer flow off of the 1930’s interceptor to the 1970’s interceptor. The project is scheduled for 
completion in the spring of 2021.  

To better assist residents to navigate around Davenport 
as a number of street improvement projects start, the 
City announced its Better Roads Ahead initiative and 
the betterroadsdavenport.com website on May 17. This 
initiative helps communicate traffic changes as part of 
significant infrastructure investment made by the City 
Council.

The site provides up-to-date information on traffic 
impacts and park access, sign-ups for road closure 
and detour alerts, and an easy access link for reporting 
potholes. Text “betterroads” to 69310 to receive notices 

about changes in significant construction 
projects.

BRAD (Better Roads Ahead Davenport) represents a construction worker involved 
in the construction projects while GIA  (Greater Infrastructure Ahead) represents 

an engineer. Both will be featured in Better Roads Ahead signage, social 
media posts, and website updates.


